
 In the parable of the dishonest steward, it is easy to see why he would cut deals to build 

favor with others. It is not so easy to understand the praise he receives from the master unless we 

see how he benefits as well. Legally, the master could demand the full measure of olive oil and 

of wheat.  He would be wealthier for it, but he would also create a lot of ill will. Instead, he opts 

for honor and status. By ratifying the cunning deal of the dishonest steward, he builds up his own 

reputation and prestige. In short, he has greater esteem in the eyes of the poor who eagerly 

celebrate his generosity.  

 It is a win, win, win situation. The master wins because he is praised as a generous man. 

And he has learned the importance of sharing his wealth in the future. The peasants win because 

for this season they will be able to live above their level of poverty. And the dishonest steward 

wins for the goodwill he has earned in the community. So, what’s the moral to the story: lie, 

cheat, and steal and everyone will be happy. No, not hardly. Wealth is not a true asset unless it 

can be shared with others. 

 Let me try to make the same point from a different angle. One day a hardworking 

husband came home and was shocked to see that his most prized possession had been thrown out 

in the driveway. The husband had been so focused on work, so dedicated to his job that he had 

worked endless hours at the office and then came home every night to work endless hours at 

home. From the husband’s perspective, clearly the harder he worked, the more he could provide 

for his family and the better off he was. From the wife’s point of view, money was not the most 

important thing.  

 The wife summoned her husband and demanded, ‘Prepare a full account of our marriage, 

because as far as I can see you can no longer be my husband.’ The husband said to himself, 

‘What shall I do? My wife has destroyed my most prized possession and threatened to end our 

marriage? I am too busy to look out for myself and I am ashamed to beg for my meals. I know 

what I shall do, I will visit all my relatives that they may welcome me into their homes.’ 
 He called on his relatives one by one. To the first he said, ‘How may I be welcome in 

your home? His aunt replied, ‘Where were you when your uncle died, I could have used a 

shoulder to cry on, but work was much more important for you. I can only imagine what it must 

be like for your wife. Perhaps I should go to your home and toss something else out. And as he 

went to one relative after another, the same story played out over and over again. 

 Then the husband went into work and told his boss. ‘I can no longer bring work home 

with me. And when the workday is finished, I will head home and leave the work for the next 

day. The boss replied, ‘If the work doesn’t get done, consider yourself fired.” And the husband 

replied, “Your employees are the most valuable resource you have and yet you use them as 

disposable objects. Consider how much more work you will get from your employees who are 

happy at home and come into work well rested and fresh in mind and spirit.” 

 Then the wife commended her husband for his win-win-win solution. We both win 

because my husband finally recognizes the importance of our marriage. And no longer will I 

have to visit our family alone, for my husband recognizes that there is greater wealth in building 

family relationships than in building a fat bank account. And if my husband’s boss listens to his 

advice, he will win by having a healthier workforce. Finally, my husband understands that our 

marriage is a much greater asset than anything he can buy for our family.  

 Each one of us is a steward of God’s gifts. God has entrusted us with a wealth of diverse 

talents. The talents are unique for each one of us. How can you share God’s gifts with others so 

that God wins, you win, and those who could benefit from your generous spirit will also win? 



 In a similar manner, the prophet Amos tries to teach us that we are called to use our 

wealth to lift others up. If we trample upon the needy and destroy the poor, we will be held 

accountable. “The LORD has sworn by the pride of Jacob:  Never will I forget a thing they have 

done!” (Amos 8:7) 

Who is like the LORD, our God, who is enthroned on high and looks upon the heavens 

and the earth below? He raises up the lowly from the dust; from the ash heap he lifts up 

the poor to seat them with princes, with the princes of his own people. Praise the Lord 

who lifts up the poor (Ps 5-8, 1a, 7b). 

 


